
Sunday 22 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sermon by Liz Barnes 
 
There are two main themes running through our Gospel reading this morning: 
the presence of the Holy Spirit and the Peace of Christ – both inextricably 
linked and indwelling. 
 
In the concluding section of Chapter 14 of John’s Gospel, Jesus dwells on the 
need for love and the power of his Word. Once the Word became flesh, people 
could see in Jesus the presence of God; in his words they learned about the 
meaning of God. Listening to the Word of God in Jesus, believing, and trusting 
in him, brings a person into an intimate relationship with God. Father, Son, and 
Spirit dwell within the person.  
 
The verses we heard this morning from Chapter 14 comes from what is known 
as Jesus’ farewell discourse at the Last Supper, which is dominated by his 
imminent departure and his concern to assure his disciples that he will not 
leave them orphans.  
While he lived with his disciples, Jesus took care of them, as he ascends to his 
Father the Spirit will be the presence of Jesus with his followers forever. The 
presence of the Spirit will confirm their belief of Jesus’ relationship to God the 
Father and their relationship to God through Jesus.  
 
The Spirit continues the revelation of God, renders testimony to Jesus, reveals 
and explains the meaning of Jesus and leads his followers to all truth. The Spirit 
also gives guidance and peace.  The Greek word for ‘Advocate,’ which is often 
used to describe the Holy Spirit, is rich in meaning – a comforter, a consoler, a 
counsellor. Jesus has been all these things to his friends, and now he assures 
them that his work will continue through the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit will open their eyes, and they will see the truth of what Jesus 
said being gradually unfolded in their living experience. 
 
The Christian experience of the Spirit is both rich and complex and exudes 
manifold gifts, the Spirit, once kindled within us, continues to grow. The Spirit, 
if we will allow it, works in each part of us bringing an assurance of God’s 
presence, not just now, but for ever.  The Holy Spirit is the one who leads us in 
and interprets the life of God in us. 
 



Having re-assured the disciples of the Holy Spirits coming, Jesus then proceeds 
to give his disciples his parting gift of peace. These are some of the loveliest 
words from the Gospel: ‘Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 
let them be afraid.’  
 
It is customary in a farewell to bequeath something ‘to be remembered by,’ 
like an inheritance in a will. Jesus’ bequest, however, is ‘not as the world gives,’ 
where peace is merely the absence of conflict. The peace that Jesus gives is 
different from the peace the world gives. It is the peace Jesus himself modelled 
every day of his life. Jesus’ peace did not flee conflict, pain, or death. In fact, 
the more intense the difficulties the more apparent Jesus’ peace became. 
Jesus was able to deliver his peace from his relationship with his Father. 
 
The biblical idea of peace is grounded in the Hebrew word ‘Shalom.’ Shalom is 
a precious word to the Jewish people. It means much more than just the 
absence of war, conflict, or distress, it’s about wholeness, a positive well-
being; health, security and prosperity that is holistic – material, spiritual, and 
relational. When you are enjoying God’s peace, there is joy and contentment. 
 
It is this wider sense of peace that is Jesus’ lasting gift as he parted from the 
disciples, saying ‘I do not give to you as the world gives. Jesus is addressing the 
inner turmoil of the disciples, their fear and uncertainty. And we know from 
the Gospel accounts of the post resurrection appearance that when Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after his resurrection, he broke through the closed 
doors of fear and doubt and spoke the words they desperately needed to hear 
‘Peace be with you’ he said, and by means of those lovely words he turned 
their despair into hope, and their sadness into joy. 
 
As followers of Jesus – like his first disciples we too can be confident of Jesus’ 
eventual return. In the meantime, he has bequeathed each one of us with his 
peace; a peace that comes from receiving the Holy Spirit into our hearts 
through loving Jesus and keeping his commands. 
 
Many people yearn for peace in the world’s terms and it’s no understatement 
to say that we are currently living through very turbulent and worrying times 
where much anxiety abounds. The peace that Jesus promises as he takes his 
leave is nothing less than the consequence of the presence of God. When God 
is present, peace is made manifest. The gift of peace is bound up with all that 
makes for righteousness, love, forgiveness, reconciliation, and thanksgiving. 



 
Freedom from anxiety is directly related to our putting our whole trust in God’s 
grace and love, which becomes possible as we remember that love created us 
for love. In the Gospels we see numerous examples of Jesus’ own capacity for 
setting aside anxiety by putting his whole trust in God’s grace and love.  As we 
each seek to put our whole trust in God’s grace and love may we know that 
‘peace that passes all understanding’ a peace that is deeply grounded in the 
presence of God, a deep peace which the world cannot give, a peace no one 
can take away from us, a peace which can exist even in the midst of a troubled 
world, and even in the midst of unresolved problems. 
 
Peace is God’s gift to us, but it can also be our gift to one another. 
 
 


